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JoHN vii. 36. 


22 Abel; My. Kingdom is not ot of this 


World — 


UR Saviour Rat ain to Mr the 


of the Moſaick, did thereby inflame 
6 the Fews with ſuch an implacable De- 
gree of Envy and Jealouſ; » that they left no pro- 
bable Deſign unattempted in order to perplex him 
with Difficulties and Diſappointment. And being 
themſelves a conquered People, ſubject to the Go- 
vernment of the Romans, to awaken the Caution 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, we find them in this 
Chapter not only apprehending the Saviour of 
Mankind, and bringing him before Caiaphas their 
High- Prieſt, as a Capital Criminal, but appealing 


from him to the Procurator of Judea, intreating 


Pilate to pronounce on him the ignominious and 
formidable Sentence of Crucifixion. Whether the 
more than common Character of our Saviour's In- 


nocence and Piety, or the ſurprizing Report of his 
Miracles, had made Impreſſions on Pilate no way 
agreeable to the Barbarity of Chriſt's Accuſers ; fo. 


it was, that the Procurator, tho' naturally too much 


addicted to Acts of Inhumanity, diſcovered no 


ſmall Inclination to releaſe and preſerve him. Fhis 


put the Fews upon concerting the moſt polirick 
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Meaſures to engage the R an Goyernour to give 
ear to their Accuſations, and to condemn Chriſt, 
And knowing that nothing could fe effectually 
move him thereunto, as the repreſenting our Sa- 
viour a2 4 Rival of the Emperor, they impeach 
him of having a ſeditious Deſign to arrogate the 
Title of King of the Jews. A Stratagem ſo cun- 
ningly adapted to the Circumſtances and Station 
of Pontius Pilate, that for the Sake of his own In- 
tereſt and Preſervation, the honourable Dictates 
of Juſtice and Compaſſion gave way to Reſolutions 
of Partiality; and in compliance with the Revenge 
and Cruelty of Chriſt's Accuſers, Plate enters into 
the Judgment-Hall, and demands of him, whether 
he would acknowledge. himſelf to be the King of 
the Jews? which Charge our bleſſed Saviour was 
ſo far from owning in his Senſe, that he abſolute- | 
ly renounces all Claims of that kind, in theſe ex- 
preſs Terms: My Kingdom is not of this World. 
That we may rightly underſtand the meaning of 
theſe Words, which have of late been perverted to 
a wrong and dangerous .Senſe, we are to obſerve, 
that the Jews miſconſtruing the ancient Prophecics 
in relation to the Meſſiah, expected a Saviour that 
would take off from their Necks the Roman Yoke; 
and make them a flouriſhing, independent King- 
dom under himſelf, their temporal, ſucceſsful Prince. 
This was the Foundation of that ignorant and a- 
ſpiring Requeſt of the Mother of Zebedee's Children: 
Grant, Lord, that theſe my two Sons may fit, the one on 
thy Right Hand, and the 6ther on thy Left in thy King- 
dom. Whereby ſhe evidently deſires, that he would 
be pleaſed to confer on them the moſt honourable 
Poſts in his Civil Government. Nay, his Diſciples 
in general expected his Temporal Reign with that 
reſtleſs Impatience, that they were for taking him 
by Force to. make him a King. And after his Cruct- 
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fixion and Reſurrection, we find even his Apoſtles 


| themſelyes, immediately before his Aſcenſion, put- 


ting this Queſtion to him: Lord wilt thou at this 


time reſtore again the Kingdom to Tſrael ? From 


which Paſſages we haye reaſon to believe, that the 
Jews thought they had realpn to expect Chriſt came 
to take on him the. pompous Character of a victo- 


rious earthly Monarch, on purpoſe to re- inſtate 


them in their wonted Grandeur and Immunities. 
When therefore Pilat? asked our Saviour if he was 
the King of the Jews, his Meaning by that Queſti- 


on, mult be, whether he came, according to the 


Expediation of that People,.as a Temporal Prince 
to aſſert their ancient Privileges and Liberties. 


Whence we may fully apprehend what our Savi- 

our meant, when he anſwers, My Kingdom is not of 
this World. He aſſures the Roman Governour that 
the Accuſation againſt him was without Ground; 


that Tiberius had no Cauſe to be afraid of his Pre- 


tenſions, his Kingdom being not of a Civil or Se- 


cular Nature, whereby any Prejudice might accrue 
to the Roman Empire. | 3 


From which Anſwer it may be juſtly concluded, 


that our Saviour, having a Kingdom, was conſe- 
quently a King; but that his Kingdom being not 


| of this World, his Regal Power did no way inter- 


fere with, and ſo could be no real Diminution to 
any earthly Juriſdiction whatſoever: By which 


Means the holy Jeſus at once aſſerts what belong'd 
to Ceſar, and what belong'd to God; and did like- 


wiſe render the Accuſation of his Enemies remark- 
able only for its Malice and Falſhogd. 


In ſ peaking to the Text, I | propoſe to do theſe 


Three Things. 
Firſt, T ſhall ſhew, what is here meant by the 
Kingdom of Chriſt. 1 


24d), Why 
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24h, Why this + Kingdom of his Is s fd not to be 
of this World. | 


© 3dhy, That tho” bis ate be not ol thi 
World, it does not therefore follow, that he has 


4 1. | 
: 
5 


not appointed and authorized ſome Perſons in this 


World to maintain Order, and to fupport Goyern- 
ment in his Kingdom. ” | 


Firſt I am to ſhew, what i is here meant by the 


| Kingdom of Chriſt. 


The Kingdom of Chriſt will admit a twofold 
Acceptation ; ſometimes tis uſed in holy . 
n 


ture to ſigniſie a Future State of Happineſs. 
which Senſe it is not only called the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but a Kingdom of Glory, all the happy 
Subjects appertaining thereto, being actually $10- 
| viſe by the Son of God. Thoſe that belong to 
this inviſible Kingdom, are called Members of the 


Church Triumphant. But the Scripture affords 
us another Notion of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
which has alſo the Character of a Kingdom of 
Heaven, "conſiſting only of thoſe Subjects that be⸗ 


long to his Church Militant here on Earth, ſtiled 
the Kingdom of Grace, and differing in Point 


of Diſpenſation, from that other more exalted 
Empire, his Kingdom of Glory. . 
His Kingdom in the former Acceptation is ſo 


far from being of this World, that it does not ſo 
much as exiſt l in this World; Res" we muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity firſt go out of the preſent World, before we 
can be capable of being Subjects thereof; whilſt 


we are Subjects of his Kingdom of Grace, we are 
of: 5 ogy tor, not Partakers of his Kingdom 
of Glor 


Ae no Body can be ſo ignorant, as to ima- 


Eine, that that Kingdom of Chriſt can be of this 


World, 


(73 


World, when it has no other Exiſtence, but in 4 
Future State. And therefore we are in this Place 
to conſider the Church as Militant, not Trium- 


not of Glory, but of Grace; which by Prejudice 
and Miſinterpretation of the Divine Promiſes and 
Predi&ions, was generally expected to have been 
like all earthly _ Or of a Temporal or Secu- 
lar Complection. But tho' in ſeveral Reſpects it 
differs very much from the Kingdoms of this 
World, it nevertheleſs agrees ſo much with them, 
as not only to lay Claim to the Name, but alſo to 
partake of the Nature of a Kingdom. Pa 
For in the firſt Place, it conſiſts of Officers, as 
well Superiour and Subordinate, as Supreme; and 
of others likewiſe of an Inferiour Rank, and more 
private Character. All Chriſtians without Diſtin- 
&ion, are in the Language of the New Teſtament, 
denominated Saints; and Chriſt the Head of his 


phant ; and the Kingdom of Chriſt, as a Kingdom 


| Church, is ſtiled in the ſame Volume of God's 


Book, the King of Saints; the more effectually to 
convince us, that the whole Body of Chriſtian 
Believers are his Subjects; and that his Church is 
truly his own Kingdom. When Plate put this Que- 
ſtion to him, Art thou a King then? Our Saviour 
was ſo far from diſowning, that he aſſerted his 
Title to that Supreme Character, declaring with- 
al, that the Execution thereof, was the main De- 
ſign of his Incarnation and Nativity. Thou ſayeſt 
that I am a King: To this End was I born, and for 
this Cauſe came I into the World. Which indeed 
was no more than what the Angel Gabriel aſſured 
the bleſſed Virgin he ſhould certainly be, in this 
plain Prophecy. The Lord ſhall give unto him the 
Throne of his Father David ; and he ſhall reign over 


the Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there 


ſhall be no end. And then as to the Subordination 
ef Officers in this his ſpiritual Kingdom, he has 
. Hater LR taken 
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taken due Cate to appolnt them their ſeveral 


Powers and Stations, having ſet ſome in the Church, 
Firſt, Apoſtles, Secondarily, Prophets, Thirdly, Teachers, 
for the perfetting F. the Saints, for the edifyintg of the 

day of Chriſt. He nſtituted a ſuitable 
Ordinance, that. of Baptiſm, by which Men hayc 
the ineſtimable Privilege of ſpiritual Naturalization, 
who were before Aliens from the Common-IVealth of 
the Iſrael of God. This initiatory Inſtitution being 
defigned to ſecure our Allegiance to Chriſt, and to 
diſcourage us from all Acts of Rebellion againſt 
him, to the Prejudice of his Authority, is there- 
fore very properly called a Vow, whereby we.re- 
cognize our Saviour's Supremacy, by a ſolemn Re- 
nunciation of his Rival the Devil, and by taking a 
Promiſſory Oath of Submiſſion to his holy Will 
and Commandments. He has moreover, as a migh- 
ty Prince, undertaken to preſerve and defend his 
Kingdom the Church, in all Ages of the World, 
inſomuch that the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it: To which Purpoſe he furnifhes all his 
Subjects with ſuitable and neceſſary Accoutrements, 
with the Shietd of Faith, the Sword of the Spirit, the 
Helmet of Salvation, the Belt of Truth, and the 
Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, whereby they may at 
once reſiſt their Adverſary the Devil, and make 
him fly from them. And farther to fignifie his un- 


_ doubted Right to their ſincere Obedience, he has 


enacted Laws, and commiſſioned Heralds to pro- 


_ claim, as well as Ambaſſadors to recommend and 


inforce them, in all Parts of his Dominions, fot 
the better Conduct of all his Chriſtian Subjects, 
'decreeing Puniſhments upon the Violation, as well 
as Rewards upon the Obſervance of ſuch his Sacred 


Edicts. Thus has Chriſt not only the Name, but 


the real Office and Juriſdiction of a King, which 


he actually executes with that Regularity and Ex- 
actneſs, that his Church may truly deſerve the Ap- 


pellation 


as ſoy 
pellation of his Kingdom. We may now'perceive 
that by his Kingdom is here underſtood nothing 
elſe but his a plainted by his Om- 
nipotence, protected by his Providence, govern'd 
by his Authority, and guided by his Wiſdom. 
Let us then proceed to examine 34%, Why this 
Kingdom of Chriſt, which is the Chriſtian Church, 
is here aſſerted by Chriſt himſelf not to be of this 


ſhall not in this Place concern niy ſelf with his 
univerſal Supremacy as God, whereby he is King 
of Kings, and the greateſt, the molt abſolute Mo- 
narch has the Title only of his Repreſentative or 
Vicegerent. Neither ſhall I conſider his particular 
Relation, as being the Son of David, to the Civil 
Government of the Jews, by which he might be 
truly; not in deriſion called, the King of that Peo- 
ple. But I ſhall treat of his Mediatorial Character, 
as he is both God and Man, and our nioft com- 


paſſionate Redeemer. In which 7 will evi- 


| dently appear; that his Kingdom is not of this World, 


from the following Reaſons and Conſiderations. 

Fitſt, becauſe the Kingdom or Church of Chrift 
was not to overturn, nor interfere with any earth- 
ly Powets, The Chriſtian Religion was deſigned 
to make no manner of pernicious Altegation in 


Civil Affairs. It has tio hand in depoſing Princes, 


nor in ſtirring up Subjects to reſiſt, or rebel a- 
gainſt them. No, it teaches them not only to be 
ſubject, but to be ſo upon a ſteady Foundation of 
Piety and Duty, to be ſubjeft not only for Wrath, 
but for Conſcience ſake. The unbelieving Servant, 


when he imbraces the Goſpel, is to be a Servant 
ſtill, ſabjett to his Maſter with «ll fear, not only to 
the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward. Children, 
When baptized, are ſolemnly obliged to obey their 
earthly Jarents, as well as their Father which is 
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in Heaven, and to relieve them in Diftteſs, not- 
withſtanding the Pretence of à religions Vow to 


the contrary. In ſhort, Chriſtianity leaves Men, 


in reſpe& of all Temporal Stations, as it finds 
'em, and all it does is to inſtill thoſe Prineiples of 
Conſcience into em, which may incline em to 
diſcharge their ſeveral Duties with the utmoſt ſin- 
cerity and Application. The Jeus indeed of Theſ- 
ſalonica had the Preſumption to charge St. Paul 
and the firſt Chriſtians, with the Guilt of turning 
the World upfide-down ; but their Accuſation, if it 
had any Force at all, extended only to the Altera- 
tion of Men's ill Morals, not of their civil Polity 
or Conſtitution. They endeavoured to dethrone 
the Uſurpations of Vice and Infidelity, but not 
fawtul Princes; and the only Vaſlalage they would 
have freed Subjects and Servants from, was that of 
Sin and Satan. By which Means they intended to 


have turned the wicked World upſide down, but | 


not any ſettied Order of temporal Government, 
whether Political or Qeconomical. We grant that 
Chriſtianity overturn'd the Polity of the Jews; 
bat that was becauſe their Diſpenſation was only 


Temporary. The Scepter being to depart from Ju- 


dah, and a Lawgiver from between his Feet, when 
Shiloh came, no Marvel, if at the 7i/ing of that Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, the Shadows of the Ceremonial 


and Judicial Law vaniſhed and diſappeared. We 


likewiſe acknowledge, what our Saviour himſelf 
tells us, that hz came to ſet à Man at variance againſt 
his Father, and the Daughter againſt her Mother; 


but yet theſe unnatural Differences were not the 


Deſign of his coming; nor were they in the lealt 
promoted either by the Religion he taught, or by 
the Example he gave the World; they being only 
the indirect Reſult of what he ſaid and did, occa- 


|  fioned by Men's wrong Prejudices, and egregious 


abuſe 
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abuſe: of the peaceable Truths which he delivered. 
His Kingdom therefore is ſo far from being of this 
World,. that 1t does not intrench upon the Rights 
of Secular Princes, nor does it cancel any one 
natural or civil Obligation owing from Inferiors to 

thoſe about the. oh | 
Beſides, the Laws by which the Kingdom of 
Chriſt is to be governed, are not of an Human, 
but a Divine Extract; in which reſpe& it may al- 
ſo be athrmed, that his Kingdom 1s not of this, 
but of the other World. The Laws of Civil Go- 
vernments have their Riſe only from the Councils 
and Conſultations of Men. They are the reſult of 
Experience and Obſervation, and many times of 
actual Inconveniences and Grievances, and not 
ſeldom of falſe Proſpects of remedying them; 
which neceſſarily renders em of a precarious Con- 
tinuance. Depending upon variable Circumſtan- 
ces, and future unforeſeen Contingencies, they are 
conſequently liable to various Alterations, and 
ſeeming, if not real Amendments. But the Laws 
of Chriſt's Kingdom have a Divine Original. 
Fleſh and Blood did not reveal them, but our Father 
which is in Heaven. The Objects propoſed to the 
aſſent of Chriſtians, are ſo truly Myſterious and 
| incomprehenſible, that they could never have en- 
tred into the Thoughts of Men, without Divine 
Inſpiration. The Sacramental Ordinances of Chri- 
ſtianity depend purely upon the Authority and 
Inſtitution of our bleſſed Redeemer, And Morali- 
ty could not have ſhined with that unuſual Lultre 
and Perfection, had not his ſacred Pencil eſfectual- 
ly given it the finiſhing Stroke. The Laws of his 
Kingdom are a noble Pandect, as durable even as 
his Kingdom it ſelf; like thoſe of the Medes and 
Perfians, they alter not, and for a much better rea- 
lon, viz. The Legiſlators Infallibility and infinite 
bs on | B 2 Wiſdom. 


Wiſdom: The Kingd 
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om thetefore of bur bleſſed 
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Saviour, may be truly ſaid not to be of this World, 
when thoſe peculiar Laws, whereon it is founded, 


and whereby it is governed and ſupported, are in 
regard to their Original, not of this World. 1 
But we will take another View of the Laws of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, and obſerve not their Original, 


but their main Deſign and Tendency ; from which 


Prof pect it will yet farther appear, that his King- 


dom is a truly Spiritual, not a Civil Conſtitution. 
The Deſign of erecting temporal juriſdictions is, 


to ſerve ſecular Ends and Purpoſes, to ſecure Life, 
and Liberty, and Property; that Induſtry might 


find proper Encouragement, and Peace be main- 
tained by an impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 


which requires the different Stations of Civil Su- 
periours and Inferiours, that there may be reaſo- 
nable Commands on the one hand, and on the 
other regular Compliance. Now all this may be 
tranſacted and diſcharged upon a mere Principle 
of Honour and worldly Intereſt, out of regard on- 
ly to Self-Preſervation and publick Proſperity, 


with a wiſe Intention to make the preſent Lite hap- 
pier and more deſirable. But the Laws of Chriſt's 


Kingdom are deſigned to promote our heavenly and 
ſpiritual Concerns: To make us ſound Members of 


his Myſtical Body, that Grace may be communica- 
ted from him our Head, to the Nouriſhment of our 


needy Souls, to induce us to ſpeak and think, no 


leſs than act upon truly Chriſtian Principles; and 
to be more influenced by the Love and Fear of 


. God, than either by the Hopes of everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, or by the Terrors of never ceaſing Miſcry. 


Theſe are Convictions ſo evidently different from 


worldly Ends and Conſiderations, that in times of 


Perſecution they teach us even to light all ſecular 


Advantages and Satisfactions. And whenever our 
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earthly ſtands in Competition with our ſpiritual 
and eternal Intereſt, we are to obey the land of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, rather than thoſe of Civil Pow- 
ers, not fearing them that kill the Body, but him that 
can caſt both Body and Soul into Hell. And tho' it 
maſt be granted that the Laws of Chriſt's King- 
dom apparently tend to the Proſperity, and Hap- 
pineſs even of thoſe Kingdoms that are of this 
World; it muſt however be affirmed, that they 
were not reveal'd chiefly or principally for any ſach 
lecular Dehens, - '\-t- r 

This Point will ſtill appear more evident, if it 


be conſidered, that the Kingdom of our bleſſed Sa- 


viour is not to be enlarged by Military Force or 
Conqueſts. Temporal Princes very often lay the 
Foundation of their reſpective Dominions on their 


fortunate Hoſtilities and Triumphs. They mea- 


ſure the Bounds and Extent of their Juriſdictions 


With the Point of their Swords, and according to 
the various Succeſſes of their Arms, are either ab- 


ſolute or limited. But the Kingdom of Chriſt was 
erected, and is always to be maintained, by the 


quite contrary Meaſures of Meekneſs and Submiſ- 
ſion, Poverty of Spirit, Self-denial, and Love and 


-good Will even to Enemies. A War purely for 


the Support or Enlargement of his Kingdom, tho” 
by a miſtaken Zeal it may be called Holy, cannot 
poſſibly be vindicated by any Law of his Ena&ing. 
If his Kingdom had been of this World, his Ser- 
wants would then have fought by his Commiſſion, 


that hz ſhould not be delivered unto the Jews : bur his 


Kingdom being not from hence, he ſharply reproves 


the unbecoming warmth of St. Peter, in cutting off 
Malchus's Ear in Defence of him, tho' his injured 


Lord, and charges that forward Diſciple to put up 
his Sword into the Sheath. Accordingly the Blood 
of the Primitive Chriſtians became afterwards the 


ö _ 
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geed of the Chtiſtian Church, not ſhed by Inſur- 


| rection, but by the Faith of Mar tyrs. The uſur- 


ped Dominion of the Impoſtor Mahomer, may in- 
deed be upheld and extended, like too many King- 


- doms of this World, by ſucceſsful Violence, and 
proſperous Injuries : but the Kingdom of the holy 


Jeſas, has not better Support than the Patience, 
and Purity, and Perſeverance. of its Subjects, in 


conformity not only to his Doctrine, but Exam- 


ple, under the happy Influence, and powerful Pro- 


tection of himſelf their Head. 


Nay, his Kingdom is capable of exiſting, as 
without the Aſſiſtance of, ſo in Oppoſition to, all 
earthly Powers whatſoever. During the long Inter- 
val of Infidelity, when Princes for the Three firſt 


_ Centuries, not only refuſed to imbrace, but fre- 
_ quently perſecuted the Chriſtian Religion, the - 


Kingdom of Chriſt did then exiſt without any 


dependance upon, nay, generally ſpeaking, in Op- 


poſition to the Civil Government. That Society 
ordained Biſhops and. Paſtors, preached the Goſ- 
pel, adminiſtred the holy Sacraments ; Excommu- 
nicated the Scandalous ; Abſolved the Penitent ; 
and- in ſhort, maintain'd the Dignity of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, with moſt invincible Reſolution, and 
the ſtricteſt Regularity, whilſt ſupream, as well as 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates, whoſe Provinces they in- 


.habited, neglected no Artifices either of Subrilty 


or Cruelty, to ſeduce and extirpate them. Thoſe 


Sheep, the firſt Chriſtians, were by the good Pro- 


vidence of the great Shepherd, ſtill a Flock, tho' in 


the midſt of Wolves; and being within the Pale 


of the Sheepfold, the Church, were always eſteem- 


cd a diſiintt Society from them. As Subjects in- 

deed, the Infidels and they belong d to one and 
the ſame Civil Community; but as Diſciples of 
Chriſt, they were Members of his Kingdom, which 


exiſtiag 


pire. 
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exiſting independently upon, and perfectly in Con- 
tradiction to all earthly Powers, muſt conſequent- 
ly be concluded not to be of this Worle. 
It may ſo happen, that Men may loſe all their 
Intereſt in Temporal Kingdoms, purely by adhe- 
ring to the Kingdom of Chriſt. And on the con- 
trary, they may actually forfeit all their invaluable 
Privileges in Chriſt's Kingdom, by being too much 
immerſed in the Affairs of Temporal Kingdoms, 
which could not poſſibly be true, if both theſe 


Kingdoms were of the ſame Kind, 


If then this Kingdom of Chriſt was not to over- 
turn any earthly Powers: If his Laws have not an 
Human, but a Divine Original: If they tend not 


ſo much to ſerve ſecular, as ſpiritual and heavenly 
| Purpoſes: If his Kingdom is not to be mlarged 
by 


ilitary Force and Conqueſts: And if it be 
capable of exiſting, not only without the Aſſr- 
ſtance of, but in a direct Oppoſition to all Tem- 


poral Juriſdictions whatſoever; it may be taken for 
granted, that the Church of Chriſt, which is his 


ingdom, is not a Temporal, but a Spiritual Em- 


— 


But, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid to 
diſtinguiſh the Kingdom of Chriſt from thoſe of 


' 
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Third and laſt Place, that tho' his Kingdom be 


earthly Potentates, I ſhall endeavour to evince in 


not of this World, he has nevertheleſs appointed 


and authoriſed ſome Perſons in this World, to 


maintain Order, and to ſupport Government in 


his Kingdom. „ 
The Kingdom, or Church of Chriſt, being evi- 


dently a Society exiſting in the World, it mult 
therefore ſo far agtee with the neceſſary Frame of 


all other Societies, as to conſiſt as well of Superi- 


ours as Inferiours ; which makes it reaſonable te 


conclude, 


= DRE. >. 
conclude, cm . may be ſome to goyetn in 
this bis ſpiritual: ingdom, without any Affront or 
real Prejudice to him who is the Head. Admit- 
ting our Saviour to be, as indeed he is, the Supream 


Governour; thoſe howevet that bear Rule in his 


Kingdom, not in Oppoſition, but only in Subor- 
dination to, and by a delegated Power from him, 
can no more be {aid to interfere with, or diminiſh 
his Authority, than an inferiour Magiſtrate act- 
ing conformably to the Laws of the Realm, and 
thereby ſerving his King and Country, can be ſaid 


to detract from the Prerogative of his Prince, or 


from the Power of the Legiſlature. Church Go- 
vernours, as long as they keep within the ſafe 
Bounds of their ſeveral Commiſfions, do in the ex- 
erciſe of their, reſpective Truſts, apparently repre- 
ſent their Lord and Saviour, tranſacting Matters 
of the higheſt Conſequence in his Name, and for 
his Glory; for which they cannot juſtly be taxed 


either with Uſurpation, or diſreſpe& to his ſupream 


Juriſdiction. Our bleſſed Lord has, by his holy 
Apoſtle St. Paul, giyen an expreſs Command, that 
private Chriſtians ſhould obey thoſe that have the 
Rule over them, who' watch for their Souls, as they 
that muſt give an Account. Now does not this evi- 
dently enough imply, that it is his Will, that all 
private Subjects of his Kingdom, ſhould ſubmit in 
all lawful Things te the Prudence of Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority; and that thoſe of publick Character in 


the Church, if on all proper Occaſions, they re- 
fuſe to execute any Branches of their Function, are 
chargeable with guilty and puniſhable Omiſſions? 
But if it be a Crime in Paſtors to order any lawtul 
Thing, which they ſhall conceive expedient for the 
Church; how can it be thought Wiſdom in the 


Head of that Church, to require the Members 


merxcof to obey their Paſtors in all Things la win“ 


For 


Sa ”. 
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Fot to require Obedience when no Commands 
ire to be given, no Acts of Authority exerted, 
s in plain Terms to require Alſurdities. We 
muſt then Either affirm; that our Saviour would 
have private Chriſtians obey and ſubmir to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Governours, when ſuch Governours 
muſt never command, nor punifh them; which 
is extremely abſurd : or we mult be brought to 
acknowledge, that thoſe Goverhiours, who ex- 
ert themſelves in commanding private Chriſti- 
ins, and puniſhing the Contumacious, are ſo far 
from acting tro the Prejudice of Chriſt's Autho- 
rity, that they ſupport Order and Regularity in 
his Kingdom, and do conſequently vindicate 
his Divine Honouf and Wiſdom, by rendring 
his own Laws a Reputation, not a Reproach to 


There are ſeveral Rules and Directions in the 


New Teſtament, by which Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
are to proceed in order to the more effectual Re- 


gulation of Chriſt's Kingdom, and to the con- 
taining the ſeveral Subjects thereof, within the 
due Bounds of their reſpe&ive Duties: All 


| which would be unneceffary, if not ridiculous, 


if thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Perſons offended Chriſt, or 


| uſurped his Prerogative, only by endeavouring 


to follow ſuch plain Rules and Directions. | 

The Power of inflicting Church Cenſures, and 
df abſolving Penitents, which has of late been 
coarſty treated even by one who is himſelf autho- 
rizd to exert it, was no doubt, conferred. in 
Effect upon all the Apoſtles, by this Commiſſion 
given by our Lord himſelf to the Apoſtle St. 
Peter, Matt. 16. I will give unto thee the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and uhat- 


Heaven. 


„ 4 

Heaven, Which we find afterwards in the 20th 
Chapter of St. John, conferred upon every indi- 
vidual. Apoſtle, when Chriſt breathed on them, 
and ſaid unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt; 
whoſeſoever Sins. ye remit, they are remitted, and 


whoſeſoever. Sins ye retain, they are retained. And 


to aſſure them of the Plenitude of their Autho- 
rity, he ſays: As my Father has ſent me, even ſo 
fend I you, Now by the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is meant the Power of Adminiſtration 
of Church Affairs, and of opening and ſhutting 


the Door of Chriſt's Kingdom, as well for the 


Reception of the Reformed, as for the Excluſion 
of the Refractory. That it might not be object- 
ed, that this Power of the Keys is inconſiſtent 
with the Power that our Saviour has over his 
Kingdom, there is a viſible Diſt inction betwixt 
the Power imparted to his Apoſtles, and that 
hich he ſtill keeps to himſelt. What he re- 
ferves to himſelf, is an independent Supremacy, 
an Original, and Univerſal Juriſdiction over his 
Church; upon which Account, he is in the Re- 
velations characteriz'd the Holy and True, which 
hath the Key of David. Whereas the Power 
wherewith he hath inveſted the Apoſtles, is an 
Alluſion to that ſubordinate Authority of Elia- 


kim the Son of Hilkiah, who was to have on his 


Shoulder, the Key, not of David, but of the 


Houſe of David. Now, as Eliakim was not to 


have David's Key, but only the Keys of his 
Houſe, and had thereby a Power of governing 


his Family, without any Derogation from the 


fupream Power of King David himſelf : ſo may 
the Apoltics, by Virtue of Chriſt's Commiſſion, 
be ſaid not to have his own Key, but the Keys 
of his heavenly Kingdom, which may be called 
his Houſe or Family; and cenſequently acting 
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got in Oppoſition, but only ſubordinately to 
his Supremacy, they cannor be concluded to in- 
rade, or detract from, but to ſupport, and car- 
y on the Affairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom. 
Theſe Acts of ſpiritual Authority, which the 
Apoſtles were impowered by Chriſt to exerciſe, 
were purſuant to his own Delegation, ſtrictly 
diſcharged by the Apoſtles on all ſuitable Occa- 
fons ; and particularly by the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
ho excommunicated the inceſtuous Corinthian 
in this ſolemn Form: 7 verily, as abſent in Body, 
but preſent in Spirit, have judged already, as tho 
I were preſent, concerning him that hath ſo done 
this Deed. In the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when ye are gathered together, and my Spirit with 
the Power of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch 
am one unto Satan, for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 
tht the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of our Lord 
Ju And as this more than common Offen- 
der thus lay under the Apoſtle's Sentence of Ex- 
communication; ſo when his Crime had been 
attended with requiſite Contrition, the fame 
Keys rhat before ſhut him out from Chriſt's 
Kingdom of Grace, were uſed by way of autho- 
ritative Abſolution, to let him into it. For in the 
Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he gives them 
to underſtand that he had remitted that Sin, 
which he had before retained, in theſe Words: 
ſufficient to ſuch a Man is this Puniſhment which 
was inflifted of many: ſo that contrariwiſe ye ought 
rather to forgive him, and comfort him, leaſt perhaps 
ftch a one ſhould be ſwallowed up with over-much 
Sorrow. To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive 
alſo: for if I forggve any thing, to whom I forgave 
it, for your Sakes forgave I it, in the Perſon of Chriſt. 
do that, if we obſerve it, St. Paul, in theſe 


his Acts both of Excommunication and Abſolu- 


4 
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tion, derives his Power altogether from our Sa. 
viour Chriſt. For as he denounces Excommuni- 

cation in the Name of our Lord Jeſus : ſo docs he 
afterwards pronounce Abſolution in the Per/qy 
of Chriſt. And how theſe Acts of Chriſtian Di- 
cipline, that were executed in Chriſt's Name, 
and [aid to be done altogether by his Authority, 
and in Obedience to him, can be interpreted a 
Diminution to his Authority, as Head of his 
Kingdom the Church, I cannot underſtand. 
Nov it is to be ſuppoſed, that either St. Paul 
knew his own Power and juriſdiction, or he did 
not. It he did not, it may be demanded, whe- 
ther he was endued with the Holy Ghoſt, or 
not endued, when he excommunicated and abiol- 
ved the inceſtuous Corinthian. If he was not 

3 endued with the Holy Ghoſt, nar aſſiſted by him 

0 in that very important Act; how did our Savi- 
our perform his own poſitive Promiſe of ſupph- 

ing the want of his own Preſence; with the Mi 

ſion of that bleſſed Spirit? But if St. Paul was 

at that time endued with the Ho'y Ghoſt, it may 

be farther demanded, how that Spirit of God 

which was to teach the Apoſtles all Things, camt 

ſo far to neglect the Deſign of his own Miſſion, 

as to ſufier the Apoſtle St. Paul to invade the 
JuriſdiRion of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, by es- 
erciſing ſpiritual Authority in that Kingdom the 
Church, whereof he is the only Head and Prince? 

On the other hand, if St. Paul knew his ow! 

| Power and Juriſdiction, it may be yet further 
argued, that he either acted according to bis 
Knowledge, or in Contradiction thereto; ! 
the latter, what an horrid Alperſion will this be 
upon the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who was 
|S . not a whit behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles { Ho! 

1 juſtly will it call his Sincerity in Queſtion, whe 


ny 
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it, is ſuppoſed that he acted in a Matter of that 
Conſequence, in Oppoſition to the Dictates of 
his own Underſtanding, and the Suggeſt ions of 
* Holy Spirit of God? But if it be ſaid, that 


e Apoſtle proceeded in the ſpiritual Affairs of 
Excummunication and Abſolution, accordin 

to his Knowledge, and the unerring Dictates o. 
the Spirit of Truth; then we are under a Ne- 


ceſſity of inferring, that he acted in theſe Matters 
within the Compaſs only of his own Authority; 


and that the exerciſe ot Diſcipline in the King- 
dom, or Church of Chriſt, is agreeable to the 
Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, who was ſent by 


| Chriſt to take ſpecial Care of his Church in his 
own Abſence; and conſequently, that ſuch Acts 


of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction may very well be 
diſcharged, without any Manner of Encroach- 
ment upon the ſupream Authority of our bleſſed | 


* 


Thus far then we have proved, that St. Paul, 
when he excommunicated, and abſolved Offen- 
ders, acted therein according to the Dictates of 
Knowledge and Sincerity. Let us ſee now, whe- 
ther theſe Powers by him exerciſed, were de- 
ſigned by him to extend to others of the ſame 
Order with himſelf. My Meaning is, whether 
Biſhops, who ſucceed the Apoſtles in Station, 
tho' not in Gifts, were deſign'd to execute the 
ſame Diſcipline in the Church, or Kingdom of 


_ Chriſt. Now we are aſſured even from the Sa- 
cred Canon of holy Scripture, that St. Paul en- 


Joins Timothy (Biſhop of Epheſus) to receive an 
Accuſation even againſt an Elder, provided it be 
before two or three WVitneſſes, And if Timethy had 


Authority of receiving Accuſations againſt them 
in a judicial Manner, he had moſt certainly Au- 
_ .thority likewiſe to proceed judicially againſt 


them; 


, * ? 
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them; otherwiſe his receiving Accufations in 
ſo formal a Method, would only appear to be a 
folemia Infignificancy. When the ſame Apoſtle 
had conſtituted Tiras Biſhop of Crete, he enjoins 
him to rebuke Criminals with af Authority, that 
is, with the Authority of a Perſon in his high 
Station. And that the Injunction related to 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, may be learnt from this 
expreſs Direction to him: To rejef a Man that 
is an Heretick after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
The Import of which Direction may be under- 
ſtood from our Saviour's own Direction, in re- 
gard to the Proceſs of an Excommunication, 
Matt. 18. which being extremely appoſite, I 
Hall here tranſcribe. If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, go aud tell him his Fault betwixt thee 
aud him alone; if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gain d 
thy Brother. But if he will not hear thee, take with 
thee one or two mo e, that in the Mouth of two or 
three Witneſſes, every Word mi be eſtabliſhed 
And if he Pall neglect to heat them, tell it unto the, 
Church; but if he negle& to hear the Church, let 
bim be unto thee as an Heathen Man, and a Publi- 
can. So that our Saviour here orders, that 
ſuch an incorrigible Perſon ſhould be rejected, 
or reduced even to the deplorable Condition of 
an Infidel, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
which you ſee was the very Subſtance of the 
Direction given by St. Paul to Titus, in regard 
to his Proceeding againſt obſtinate Hereticks. 
Nov if St. Paul was not very well ſatisfied 
From the Holy Spirit of God, wherewith he 
Was inſpired, that ſuch Diſcipline was intended 
by Chriſt, to be continued in his Church, and 
that the exerciſe thereof was not inconſiſtent with 
his ſupream Authority; could it ever be ima- 
gined that he would have been ſo cruel an Ene- 
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my to the Kingdom of Chriſt, as well as to the 
Souls of Timothy and Titus, as to excite-them to 
the Execution of thoſe Powers which they coud 
not exert without, not only Arrogance, but 
Sacrilege ? Would it have been agreeable to St. 
Paul's Holy Character, to pretend to communi- 


cate that Authority to thoſe Biſhops that he 
had himſelf conſecrated, which could not poſſi- 


bly have been executed, without flying in the 
Face of Chriſts own Authorit  * _ 


The Angel, or Biſhop of the Church of Thy 


atira, wanted neither Works, nor Charity, nor 
Faith, nor Patience, nor Perſeverance, nor any 
Ornament belonging to a private Chriſtian, that 
might render him accept able to our bleſſed Sa- 
viour ; yet being remiſs in his Epiſcopal Capacity; 
permitting thoſe to Preach, who were not evan- 
gelically ſent, and to ſpread Errors tending; not 


to the Edification, but Seduction of Chriſtians, 


he was for that only Reafon, moſt deſervedly re- 
primanded by the Son of God. The Paſſage at 
large is this: Unto the Angel of the Church in Thy= 
atira, write: Theſe Things ſaith the Son of God; 
who hath his Eyes like unto a Flame of Fire, and 
his Feet are like fine Braſs. I know thy Works 
and Charity, and Service and Faith, and thy 
Patience, and thy Works, and the laſt to be more 
than the firſt. Notwithſtanding I have a jew 
Things agatnſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſs that 
Woman Jezebel, which calleth her felf a Prophe- 


| teſs, to teach, and to ſeduce my Servants to 


commit Fornication; and to eat things ſacrificed 
#nto Idols, Here we have an expreſs Deter- 
mination of the Point in Controverſy, even 
by the Authority of Chrift himſelf. He e- 
ridently acknowledges the Biſhop of Thyatira's 
private Vertues and religious am 

| | ane 
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"and could thoſe alone have intirely recon: 
mended him to the Approbation of our Sa- 
viour, no manner of Blot would have ſtain'd 
his Character: But ſince he refuſed or neg- 
jected to exert his Epiſcopal Powers, in uf 
fering Hereticks to ſow the Seeds of their 
pernicious Tenets in the Field of the Church, 
he was, notwithſtanding all his other ſpiri- 
tual Attainments, eſteem'd unfaithful in his 
high Station. And can it be affirmed, with- 
out ſpeaking againſt the Son of Man, that the 
Son of God himſelf, would have diſcomniend- 
ed the Angel of the Church in Thyatira, fot 
not exerciſing Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline on this 
falſe Propheteſs, if ſuch Diſcipline had beeti 
any way incompatible with that ſupream Ju- 
riſdiction, which is peculiar to himſelf, as 
ͤö;aG -[ͤ—ͤ—“—P! 
And in Conformity to the Injun&ions of 
Chriſt, and to the Practice as well as Pre- 
cepts, of his very eminent Apoſtle, the Go- 
vernours of the Chriſtian Church, howſoevet 
diſtreſſed, and whereſoe ver diſperſed, have e- 
ver ſince the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel, 
exerted their Powers both of Excommunica- 
tion and Abſolution; which makes it evi- 
dent, that it was the Univerſal Senſe of; 
| Chriſtians in all Ages and Places, that Church | 
Diſcipline is a Chriſtian Ordinance, veſted in 
Eccleſiaſtical Governours, whereunto obnoxt- 
ous Offenders ought in Conſcience to ſubmit. 
And can it be imagined that the Church Ca- 
tholick ſhould all along continue in ſo groſs 4 
Errour, as to uſurp thoſe Powers, that cannot 
poſſibly be exerciſed without a palpable Invaſion 
of Chriſt's Authority? And that they ſhould 
thus invade ſuch his Authority By his own 
85 . Command# 
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Commands? This would repreſent our bleſſed 
Saviour as being divided againſt himſelf, and 
bringing his own Kingdom to Deſolation. | 
It has been likewiſe the conſtant Practice of 
the Church of Chriſt, to make Laws for its own 
Benefit and Welfare, and to require Submiſſion 
to thoſe: Laws, from its. reſpective Members. 
This may be inferred from the numerous 
Canons of Councils, „both Genera! and Local, 
wherein ſeveral Things relating to Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, are enjoined and prohibited under ſuch 
Penalties as the Governours of the Church 
thought fit to decree. This Power that has 
been always exerciſed, as well as claimed, is 
now by ſome thought to, enttench upon Chriſt * 
Province, who is the only Law-giver in his own 
Kingdom. But it is here to be conſidered, that 
whatever is diſcreetly and prudently enacted by 
Synods and Councils in relation to the Church, 
is done; not in Contradiction to, but by vertue 
of the Authority of Chriſt himſelf: The Charter 
of Chriſtianity „ Church-Officers to 
make | By-Laws for the ſake of Order, De- 
And when ſuch Offi- 
cers enjoyn thoſe Things only that are edi- 
fying, orderly, and decent, it may be juſtly 
affirmed, that they are far from violating, what 


may be called, the Charter of Chriſtianity, It 


would ſeem very ſtrange indeed to give them a 
general Command to do al Things in the Church 
of Chriſt, decently; and in order, and afterwards 
to blame them for making particular Rules, with- 
out which, Decency and Order could not be pre- 
ſerved. So that there is, no doubt, in Chriſt's 
Kingdom, not only an executive, but a. limited 
Legiſlative Power, be'onging to Biſhops, by ver- 
tue of thoſe very Laws which Chriſt himſelf has 
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1267 
been pleaſed to enact. The Apoſtle then did not 
without ſufficient Ground, aflert, that God has 


fer in the Church, Governments, 1 Cor. xii. 28. 


Much more might be ſaid in Defence of the 
Power of Church-Offticers ; but I ſhall haſten to 
ſay ſomething in relation to the Authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, as to the Affairs of Religion. 
A Point that, to my great Surprize, as well as 


Sorrow, has lately met with unaccountable Op- 
Rin a Biſhop of the ſoundeſt 


ranch of the Catholick Church — 


giſtrates Province is not to Miniſter in Sacred 
Things. Neither Jewiſh, nor Chriſtian Princes 


were ever permitted to celebrate any religious 
Ordinance, which Function was peculiar to the 
Sons of Aaron, and to thoſe that are called of God, 


as he was. Saul's Preſumption in offering a Burnt- 
Offering, was not only ſharply reproved, but ve- 
ry ſeverely puniſhed ; as was King Uzziah's U- 
ſurpat ion of the Prieſt's Office, in burning Iucenſe 
unto the Lord. And it is judiciouſly declared by 
our own Church in Her 37th Article, that we 
give not to our Princes, the miniſtring either of God's 
H/oid, or of the Sacrament ; but that only Preroga- 
tive which we ſee to have been given always to ol 
godly Princes in holy Scripture by God himſelf, that 
7s, that they ſhould rule all Eſtates and Degrees com- 
mitted to their Charge by God, whether they be Eccle- 
fraſtical or Temporal; and reftrain with the Civil 


Sword, all Stubborn and Evil Doer s. 


What therefore belongs to, and is expected 
from Princes, as a Branch of their Regal Autho- 


rity, is to make and execute wholeſom Laws, for 
the regular Performance of Divine Worſhip, and 


for the Preſervation of Religion as well from 
Corruption, as from Contempt. Accordingly 


Joſiah, 


*Tis here indeed to be granted, that the Ma- 
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it been the Duty of thoſe 


: 


27] 
2 ah, Hezechiab, and Jehoſbaphat, did- in their 

rincely Capacity, give Orders and Directions 
about Sacred Affairs, without being eſteemed 
either by the High Prieſts, or by thoſe of the 


Second Order, Inyaders of their Sicerdotal Pow- 
ers. The Character Samuel himſelf gives of 1120 


Saul, is, that he was Head of the Tribes of 1ſraet 


by God's own Unction; and could he be Head 


of the Tribes of Iſrael, and not be Head of the 
Tribe of Levi too? Now if he was Head gf the 
Tribe of Levi, then that Tribe could not be ex- 
empt from his Supremacy and Juriſdiction. The 
Courſes of the Prieſts, were ſoon afterwards actu- 
ally appointed by King David; whoſe Son Solo- 
mon allotting them their reſpective Charges in 
the Service of God, we are expreſly told, that 
both the Prieſts and Levites departed not from bis 
Commandment in any Maiter ; which ſufficiently 
ſhews that they concluded themſelves under his 
Anthority, not only in Civil, but in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Matters. 

From the Hiſtarical Part of the Old Teſta- 
ment, we are likewiſe abundantly aflured, that as 
thoſe Princes, who maintained Religion in its 
native Purity, and to that End encouraged the 
ſincere and zealous Profeſſors thereof, were re- 
markably commended and rewarded by God: 
So, on the other hand, thoſe who diſcovered a 
quite contrary Principle, by introducing Idola- 


try, or not ſuppreſſing National Impietics, were 


reproved with a Severity ſuitable to their Deme- 
rits, and became generally ſignal Sufferers in their 
publick Character, as having in that Capacity 
been more aggravating Tranſgreſſors. Now, had 
Jewiſh Princes to have 
permitted their ſinful, idolatrous Subjects ta pra- 


rice their own impious Schemes, and to let them 
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026 
follow the Bent of their vile Prejudices, under 
Pretence of Conſcience; with what Appearance 
either of Goodneſs or Juſtice, could God have 
rebuked or puniſhed them, for not exerting their 
kingly Power in the Prevention, or Extirpation 
of Corruptions in Religion 
Princes are at leaſt as much obliged as private 
Perſons, to do all the Good they can in their re- 
ſpective Stations; being more befriended by that 


Being from whom cometh Promotion, and having far 
greater Opportunities of benefitting the World, 


than others have, it cannot be preſumed that they 
are under no Obligation to ſecure Religion both 
from profane Inſults, and from pernicious Inter- 


pretations. It muſt indeed be acceptable, when 


their Civil Adminiſtrations are tender and im- 
partial; but when their Authority, which is it ſelf 


Sacred, is exerted chicfly in Defence of pure and 


undefiled Religion, it muſt be a Spectacle peculiar- 
ly entertaining to the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith. Tis then that they diſcover in their Con- 
duct ſuch a ſublime Mixture of Power and Piety, 


as makes them really anſwer the awful Character 


of God's Repreſentatives, who governs indeed 


all the Affairs of this World, but whoſe Provi- 


his Church. ' 6 
Whilſt the Clergy are labouring in that Vine- 
yard, the Civil Powers are to look to the Hedge, 


dence is principally concerned in the Succeſs of 


that no Gap may be unguarded, no Enemy may 


come and ſow Tares, or pluck up by the Roots, 
what either Paul hath planted, or Apollos watered. 
Civil Magiſtrates are as Cherubims placed o God 


at the Garden of ſpiritual Eden, with the flaming 
Sword of coercive Power, which ought to be turn- 
ed every way to keep the way of the Tree of Life; 1 


mean, Religion, not from being taſted; but from 


A 
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being trampled upon. Church and State a are fo 
nearly -allyd to each other, that as among the 
Jews, the ſame Perſons have been Kings and 
Prophets, ſo likewiſe among the Heathens the 
ſame individual Men have been both Kings and 
Prieſts; to give us to underſtand how much it is 
incumbent upon the Civil Magiſtrate to take 
Care of Religion. 

The Evangelical Prophet foretelling the glori- 
ous State of the Chriſtian: Church under the Pa- 
tronage and Condu of Chriſtian Princes, has 
this figurative Expreſſion, (Iſaiah 49) Kings ſhall 
be thy nurfing Fathers, and their Queens thy nurſing 
Mothers. Which Prophecy can import no leſs, 
than thar Princes when converted from Infidelity, 
ſhould act the Part of Parents, in taking Care of 
all their Chriſtian Subjects, whom they ſhould 
treat as their own' Children, in rewarding and 
encouraging the Dutiful, and in correcting ſuch 
25 are Obſtinate, and Irregular. . 

Bur how eould Chriſtian Princes be eatied 
nurſing Fathers, or their Queens nurſing Mo- 
thers, if their interpoſing their Authority in the 
Affairs of the Church, were a real Inconſiſtency 
with the Nature, or a real Prejudice to the Inte- 
reſt, of Chriſt's Kingdom? They could not with 
a ſafe Conſcience, either reward, or rebuke, pro- 
te& or puniſh; and ſo could not fulfil this Pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, without a ſacrilegious Uſurpati- 
on of our Saviour's Supremacy. 

And yet, purſuant to this gracious and com- 
fortable Prediction, in all Nations, aſſoon as Prin- 
ces and Magiſtrates had imbraced the Chriſtian 
Faith, Chriſtianity had ſo far the Protection of 
the Civil Government, that the' beſt and moſt 
godly Emperors and Rulers, thought themſelyes 
1 obliged by vertue of their eminent Stations, 
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to make prudent Laws for the Eſtabliſhment and 
Advantage of the true Religion; which to be 
ſure they would have abhorred the very Thoughts 
of doing, could they have imagined ſuch their 
Edicts, to have been any thing like an Encroach- 


ment upon the kingly Authority of our bleſſed 


Saviour. — 37 eee F WS a $4.9 | 4 A424 %; fs 
I need not mention the Zeal of Conſtantine, of 
Theodoſius, of Fuſtinian, and of Charles the Great, 


who by Edits, Codes, Novels, and Capitulars, 


have exerted their Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs; when I may refer to, our own Princes 
that have with equal Zeal and Judgment, main- 


tain' d this eſſential Branch of their Regal Autho- 


rity. Before the Conqueſt, as well Saxon, as 


Daniſo Kings exerciſed their Sovereignty in this 
Particular. And when our Nation, by means of 
the Conqueſt, grew up into one intire Monar- 


chy, our Princes were not wanting to aſſert their 


Claim to this Part of their Juriſdiction. We 


grant that too ſoon afterwards, in the dark Ages 


of Chriſtianity, the Papal Uſurpation interfered 
with, and diſpoſſeſſed them of this their juſt 


Claim. But notwithſtanding all the Power and 
Artifices of Rome, at the Reformation they happi- 
ly regain'd, what they had antiently for a long 
time enjoy d, as their proper Right; and we 
have, bleſſed be God, ever ſince, ſetting aſide the 
ſhort Reign of Queen Mary, and the Confuſions 
of the GREAT Repetition, ſubmitted to the Su- 


-premacy of our Princes in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, 
without ſuppoſing it any, the leaſt, Prejudice to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. 8 1 {an 


By the Laws and antient Cuſtoms of this King- 
dom, our Princes interpoſe their Authority in 


Caſes merely of an Eccleſiaſtical Nature. Theſc 
may convene Synods ,. ratific and confirm Ca- 
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vons ; and upon Appeals, can determine Cauſes 
relating to {ſpiritual Affairs, by their Court of 
Delegates. And they habe it likewiſe in their 
Power, when Perſons Rand excommunicated For- 
ty Days, and will not qualifie themſelves for the 
nance of Abſolution, to iſſue out their Hrits 
for apprehending, and laying them up without 
Bail or Main- priſe, till ſuch time as they ſhall du- 
tifully ſubmit themſelves to the Cenſures of the 
Church. All which Proceedings would appear 
utterly unjuſtifiable and Anti- Chriſtian, it in 
Matters of Religion, every one ought to be ſuf- 
fered to follow the Dictates of his own erroneous 
Conſcience, and if there could be no Interpoſi- 
tions of this Nature, without breaking in poi 
the ſupream Juriſdiction of our bleſſed Lord. 
All that I have now to add, is, to exhort you 
my dear Brethren, to beware of all Doctrines 
that may create in you any the leaſt diſreſpe& 
to your Superiours either in Church or State. 
be obedient to thoſe that are in Authority, as 
vell in Matters Eccleſiaſtical as Civil; which you 
cannot poſſibly. do, if you are ſo unhappy as to 
imbrace this dangerous Poſition; That whatever 
Laws of an Eccleſiaſtical Nature are enacted, what- 
eyer Cenſures or Penalties are inflicted in order to 
inforce them, are all of them Encroachments up- 
on the Authority of Chriſt. This will unguards 
and if univerſally received, will without a Mira- 
cle, quite deſtroy the very Being of Chriſtianity, 
out of a pretended Reſpect to its Sacred Author. 
By this Means, whilſt we are ſaluting our Saviour 
with an Hail Maſter, we ſhall bztray his Religion. 
It the Apoſtles, who converſed with Chriſt, may 
be ſuppoſed to know his Will; and if che, Primi- 
tive Bifhops, who converſed with the Apoſtles, 
may be allowed ro underſtand their _—_ the 
Bb | o wer 
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